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Fig, 1. Schematic drawings of reconnection at the dayside mag-
netopause as viewed from the Sun. The large arrows indicate
the direction of the forces associated with magnetic tension on
recently reconnected field lines. When the y component of the
interplanetary magnetic field is positive (upper drawing), these
forces pull the recently reconnected field lines toward the dawn-
side of the northern polar cap and the duskside of the southern
polar cap as the field lines are dragged tailward by the flow of
the solar wind. Similarly, when the interplanetary magnetic field
is negative Slower drawing), the reconnected field lines are pulled
toward the duskside of the northern polar cap and the dawnside of
the southern polar cap. Such effects are believed to be the origin
of asymmetric polar cap convection and related phenomena.
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